
 

 

Minutes SA Parish Council 10.11.22        clerk@stansteadabbottsparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 
 

Stanstead Abbotts Parish Council Meeting 
 

Thursday 11th November 2022 at 7.45pm  
In the Ashlea Room, Parish Hall, Roydon Road 

 
 

COUNCILLORS PRESENT: Mike Dormon (Chairman), Mariesa Howlett (Vice Chairman), 
George Cassidy, Julia Davies, John Hickford, Robert Pulford, Julia 
Witting 

 
APOLOGIES: Cllr Paul Breach, Cllr Sarah Chapman 

Robert Pulford 

APOLOGIES: OTHERS PRESENT:   Sarah Neighbour (Parish Clerk)  

       PC Dean Watson – Hertfordshire Police 
Herts CC Cllr Eric Buckmaster 

 

78/22 PUBLIC FORUM 

 
There were no members of the public present. 
 

79/22 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
  Cllr Paul Breach, Cllr Sarah Chapman 

 
80/22 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Cllr George Cassidy declared a non-pecuniary interest in Agenda item 88/22 APPLICATION: 
3/22/2189/LBC PROPOSAL: Single storey rear extension at 53 Roydon Road Stanstead Abbotts Ware 
Hertfordshire SG12 8HQ as he owns this property. As the consultation deadline had passed on 9th 
November 2022 Cllr Cassidy did not need to leave the room for this item. 

 
81/22 DISPENSATIONS 
 

  Granted. 
 

82/22 APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING   
 
The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 13th of October 2022 were agreed by the 
Council and signed by the Vice Chairman. 
 
Cllrs are reminded that minutes circulated are taken as read at the next meeting. If they 
have any comments, they should contact the Clerk prior to the meeting. 

 
83/22 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

 
Flooding - Cllr Witting raised the issue of Cllr Buckmaster following up with the Environment Agency (EA) 
on flooding as water levels in the Hunsdon ditch and Marsh Lane have risen due to recent rain. Cllr 
Witting advised that residents have been pushing debris away themselves down the holes along the side 
of the ditch in Roydon Road but there is live vegetation growing in there. Cllr Buckmaster has written to 
the EA and is waiting on a response but will chase it up. Cllr Buckmaster also advised there is going to be 
a CCTV investigation into the culvert in Cappell Lane which was spoken about at the last council 
meeting. Cllr Cassidy advised that the gulley’s in Hunsdon Road are blocked, and he will take some 
photos and report it on HCC portal. 

 
84/22 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS  

 
  Cllr Eric Buckmaster gave an update on Hertfordshire County Council (HCC) covering the following: 
 

• HCC are promoting Reuse shops to get people to think before they throw items away, staff are 
donating bicycles to charities, took reuse items to County Show and money went to a charity 
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• Trialling a business waste service for a small charge at Ware recycling centre to try and 
discourage fly tipping. 

• First full net zero carbon school being built in Buntingford. 

• New Warm Spaces directory, HCC Libraries are all warm spaces, grants of up to £2000 for warm 
spaces, website called Here For You offering support 

• East Herts District Council are changing waste collections so general waste is going to be a 3 
weekly bin collections to encourage people to recycle more.  

 
 
85/22 CRIME AND POLICING IN STANSTEAD ABBOTTS 

 
PC Dean Watson – advised there is a new regular social event in in Ware organised by Saffron building 
society, trying to get Network Homes to do one on Folly estate. Cllr Pulford advised there is a warm 
space hub in Wilshire Hall.  
 
Burglary figures in Stanstead Abbotts are up 200%, one was a business burglary and there are generally 
always spikes in Winter as it gets darker earlier.  Theft has increased which is mainly theft from the Co-
op, previously thefts weren’t reported. Theft from motor vehicles is down but theft of motor vehicles up 
and the police are giving out Faraday bags to keep keys in, can also put car keys in silver foil, need to get 
some communication out on crime prevention, PC Watson will send something over to the clerk.  
 
Theft of catalytic convertors is still a big problem; PC Watson is still trying to find a local garage who will 
mark them. Violent crime is generally down in Stanstead Abbotts. Cllr Witting asked about online fraud 
figures and PC Watson advised there is a separate team for online fraud, so those figures aren’t included 
in crime statistics. All reported dwelling burglaries in Hertfordshire are attended in person by the police. 

 
86/22 BUDGET AND PAYMENTS 

 
  1.  APPROVED: the payments and bank reconciliations for October 2022.  

2.  NOTED: The pay award and back pay for the clerk to 1 April 2022 as set out in the NALC 
document circulated prior to the meeting. 

3.  APPROVED: entering a new contract for maintenance of the flower beds in Roydon Road with 

MA Landscapes at a cost of £100 a month. 
 

87/22 DRAFT BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2023/24 
 

Cllr Witting advised that the draft budget and precept was discussed at the Finance and Policy 
Committee on 9th November. The committee went through each line of the budget trying to make 
any reductions where possible but there is still a need for an increase in the Precept demand due 
to rising staff costs and inflation costs. Reserves are being kept at a minimum of £10,000 for 
contingency, about £7000 being kept in playground fund to build up the reserves for ant future 
improvements. Cllr Dormon explained that the parish councils committed expenditure is over 
£30,000 so very little is discretionary.  

 
1. APPROVED: the draft budget and precept demand of £53,000 for 2023/24 subject to any 

changes before end of February 2023. 
 

88/22 PLANNING 
 
Cllr Pulford talked through the planning applications, and they were noted by the Council. Any further 
comments will be circulated by Cllr Pulford by next Monday 

 
89/22 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (NP) UPDATE 

 
The NP management group met on 3rd November and will meet again on 24th November to sign the plan 
off. The NP will be circulated to the parish council by 28th November then we will have an extraordinary 
council meeting in December to approve it to go out to consultation. Consultation will run from 16th 
December to end of January. It was agreed that an extra 2 weeks would be given to compensate for the 
consultation running over the Christmas period. 
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90/22 CCTV UPDATE 

 
  A detailed update will be provided at the January meeting. 

 
91/22 LITTER AND STREET SWEEPING 
 

Cllr Dormon and Cllr Witting had a walk about with East Herts on Friday 4th November, 
improvements have already been made since the meeting and the standard of service will continue 
to be monitored. 

 
92/22 PLAYGROUND AND MEADOW UPDATE 
 
  Cllr Pulford advised that the playground fencing will be completed by end of March 2023. 
 
93/22 QUARRY UPDATE 
   

The Council discussed the possibility of attending meetings with Tarmac and it was agreed by the 
majority that the Council would meet with Tarmac to clarify details of the proposed quarry and 
investigate potential mitigations should the Councils fundamental objection against it not be 
sufficient to remove the Briggens site from any further quarry proposals. 
 
Some councillors felt that it would be inappropriate to open discussions with Tarmac as it could be 
portrayed as a positive endorsement of the Briggens site for a quarry by the council. It was made 
clear that the parish council fundamentally opposes the quarry at Briggens however also 
recognises that should the quarry go ahead, a dialogue with Tarmac would be essential to reduce 
the impact of the work. 

 
94/22 CHRISTMAS LIGHTS UPDATE 
 

The Christmas lights will be switched on during the week commencing 28th November, Cllr Cassidy 
will speak to Festive Lighting to check which contractor they use for issues with the lights once 
they are switched on 

 
95/22 The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Thursday 12th January 2023 

at 7.45pm, please send any agenda items to the clerk by Wednesday 4th January 2023. 
 

The meeting ended at 21.10pm. 
 

Signed ………………………………………….. Chairman      Date……………………….………… 


